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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 33712 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CASC, FR, VS 

SUB J : FRENCH EVACUATION FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON 

1 . FRENCH FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON ARE CONTINUING ON A WEEKLY BASIS. 

DEC 2 FLIGHT CARRIED 108 FRENCH, 56 VIETNAMESE, AND 1 INDIAN. 

DEC 9 FLIGHT INCLUDED 1 1 1 FRENCH, 6 CAMBODIANS, AND 42 VIET- 
NAMESE. 

2. ACCORDING TO FRENCH CONGEN OFFICER FROM SAIGON WHO TRAVELLED 
ON LATTER FLIGHT, MAJORITY OF DEC 9 PASSENGERS CONSISTED OF OLD 
FRENCH PLANTERS AND THEIR PREDOMINANTLY MONTGNARD FAMILIES. 

ONE OF THE PLANTERS HAD THREE WIVES. SOURCE PREDICTED VERY 
DIFFICULT PROBLEMS OF ADAPTATION IN FRANCE NOT ONLY FOR THE 
MONTAGNARDS BUT FOR THE FRENCHMEN, AS WELL, ALL OF WHOM HAD 
SPENT MUCH OF THEIR LIVES IN THE HIGHLANDS. ALTHOUGH SRV 

DID NOT FORMALLY EXPEL THEM, THEY SURMISED THEY WERE BEING ASKED 
TO LEAVE AFTER SOLDIERS LOCKED THEM IN A BUILDING IN THE BAN 
ME THOUT AREA FOR THREE DAYS RECENTLY FOR NO APPARENT REASON. 

3. ACCORDING WITH OTHER INFORMATION WE AND OTHER POSTS HAVE 
HEARD, SOURCE SAID IT LOOKS DEFINITELY THAT FRENCH CONGEN WILL 
REMAIN OPEN IN SAIGON, ALTHOUGH PAIERIE DE FRANCE (DISBURSING 
OFFICE) MAY CLOSE IN THE COMING MONTHS. POLICE NOW STAND OUTSIDE 
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VIETNAMESE ENTERING IT, A FAIRLY INTIMIDATING PROCEDURE. HOWEVER, 

THIS DOES NOT STOP MANY PERSONS FROM SEEKING APPOINTMENTS IN 
ORDER TO ARRANGE TO LEAVE, SHOWING THEIR DEGREE OF DESPERATION. 

4. ASKED ABOUT VIETNAMESE PRESS REPORT THAT DELEGATIONS ARE NOW 
VISITING OUR CHANCERY IN SAIGON IN ITS ROLE AS HISTORICAL MONUMENT, 

SOURCE SAID HE HAS NOT SEEN ANY SIGN OF SUCH VISITORS. (AS SAIGON 
OLD-TIMERS WILL RECALL, FRENCH CONGEN IS NEXT DOOR.) HE DID 
REMARK, HOWEVER, THAT ADDITIONAL REPAINTING AND REPAIR WORK WAS 
UNDERTAKEN ON THE CHANCERY ONE MONTH AGO, AND "IT IS SAID" THAT 
THE FRENCH PETROLEUM-EXPLORATION FIRM COMPAGNIE GENERKE DE 
GEOPHYSIQUES WILL BE ASKED TO TRANSFER ITS OFFICES FROM THE 
MAJESTIC HOTEL TO THE CHANCERY. 
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